Brief Write Ups
Farmer In The City – Steamers, Victoria 9.1.99

In early September 1999, Martin played a very small tour (a handful of shows) with a project entitled ‘Farmer In The City’, which, as we all know now, is the name of a song on the ‘Poppy Salesmen’ lp.  If memory serves, this is the second show of the tour, Tofino the night before being the first.  I also recall the other guitar player telling me that this was Martin’s first tour without the Rheos.  This show features some really amazing originals, such as ‘Redwing Blackbird’ that have not appeared anywhere else.  There are also some tasty Neil Young and Joni Mitchell covers; but, probably the coolest thing on this recording, are the Bruce Cockburn covers ‘Thoughts on a Rainy Afternoon’ and ‘Arrows of Light -> Joy Will Find A Way’.  Martin looking forward into what would soon become side-projects sans-Rheos, and looking back at his roots.

Vertigo, Victoria 1.21.00
The Rheos were on a short west-coast swing and they played in Whistler the night before this show.  In fact, the inspiration for ‘Satan Is The Whistler’ came from this trip, as Martin remarked something along the lines of ‘They are a bunch of Fascists in Whistler!’.  Anyhoo, Vertigo was the sweet club at the University of Victoria and the place was sold out for both the Friday and Saturday night shows.  The band decided to play Onilley’s Strange Dream in Whistler and then again on this night, a gem they didn’y play very often.  As well, this show features my all time favorite version of ‘Stolen Car’.  There was something in the air this night…

Vertigo, Victoria 1.22.00  

This is another really strong show!  The band were given cell-phone looking gadgets that weren’t really cell phones at all before the show and Martin played with his throughout the show.  You can hear how much fun the band is having at these shows as they crackle with energy.
Harborfront, Canada Day 2000

This recording was sent to me from Rheos’ sound guy Steve Clarkson.  Besides being an amazing sound technician, Steve is a really awesome and approachable guy.  Thanks for all the amazing tapes and for helping the Rheos sound so amazing over the years, Steve!  Also, this recording sounds amazing and the show really flows.  There is basically no banter, and the music is really tight and focused.  I strongly recommend this one!

Centennial Square, Victoria 7.18.01

This was a free outdoor show outside City Hall in Victoria in the afternoon before a club show at The Icehouse later on that night.  Night Of The Shooting Stars had not yet come out and so most of these songs were pretty new.  Always a treat to see the Rheos twice in one day!
The Icehouse, Victoria 7.18.01

Having warmed up at Centennial Square earlier in the day, we were all primed for a kickin show.  The Rheos played a setlist with some older classics with a few new ones mixed in.  The Dopefiends -> California Dreamline -> Song Of Flight -> Self Serve -> Winter Comes Reprise is killer!

The Horseshoe 11.8.01

This was night #2 of their 11 show run.  Bob Dylan played earlier that night at the ACC and I think a lot of people were a little late getting to the Horseshoe on this night.  Each night had its own special moments.  Obviously the two things that stand out from this show are the amazing Group of 7 suite, and Gord Downie sitting in.  Kevin Hearn played the whole show as well.  I didn’t have my recording gear at this whole run, once again Steve Clarkson (world’s best sound technician!) came to the rescue and sent me this gem shortly after the run of shows.  

The Upstairs Cabaret, Victoria 10.26.04

Sbd -> Neuros (.ogg file) -> MP3

Technical nightmares!!  My DAT recorder totally died as the band took the stage, to become a brick forever more…  I remembered that a friend of mine had just bought a Neuros recorder/MP3 player and so I sought him out.  He had it in his car and this was its maiden voyage for recording.  Unfortunately, the batteries were extremely low, him not knowing that it would be used for recording that night.  The batteries cut out during a really awesome Satan Is The Whistler.  Anyways, what you have here is a little over an hour of a really good show, featuring many songs which would appear on 2067.  I remember a really smokin’ Marginalized, and being blown away by The Tarleks.  This is all we were able to salvage… enjoy!!

Sugar Nightclub, Victoria 11.17.05

This was to be the last time the Rheos played in Victoria, though we had no idea at the time.  We will all really miss you guys out here!!

The Horseshoe, Toronto 3.29.07

There are a bunch of reviews of this show all over… nothing I can say that hasn’t already been said.  This is a rippin sounding soundboard.  There was a slight technical issue with Tim’s bass that comes through on the recording for the first song or so.  This recording is missing the Bread, Meat, Peas and Rice and Northern Wish played acoustically over at the side of the bar after the show.  

